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Gert Auväärt 
Head of the Cyber Security Centre, Information System Authority

Gert Auväärt is Director of Estonia’s National Cyber Security Centre (NCSC-EE) under 
the Information System Authority (RIA), where he also serves as Deputy Director 
General. He leads national efforts to bolster cyber resilience, oversees Estonia’s 
CERT, and represents the country in international cyber crisis coordination. A former 
diplomat of 16 years on security issues, he holds an LL.M. in Public International 
Law from the University of Helsinki and has completed cybersecurity programs at the 
George C. Marshall European Center for Security Studies and the European Security 
and Defence College.

Uldis Cērps
Head of the Finance Latvia Association

Uldis Cerps is CEO of Finance Latvia, Vice President of the Employer’s Confederation 
of Latvia, and a member of the European Banking Federation’s Executive Committee. 
A financial risk professional with over 25 years’ experience in central banking, 
regulation, and financial market infrastructure, he has held senior roles at the Riga 
Stock Exchange, Swedish FSA, Latvia’s Financial and Capital Markets Commission, 
and the Central Bank of the UAE. He has represented regulators at the Basel 
Committee, the European Banking Authority, and the Financial Stability Board. Uldis 
serves on several academic boards, holds a degree in journalism from the University 
of Latvia, is a certified compliance professional, and is pursuing a DBA at Heriot-Watt 
University.

Piero Cipollone
Member of the Executive Board, ECB

Piero Cipollone has been a member of the ECB Executive Board since 2023, responsible 
for banknotes, international and European relations, and market infrastructure and 
payments. Previously, he was Deputy Governor of the Banca d’Italia and a member of 
the Board of the Italian Institute for the Supervision of Insurance, served on the World 
Bank’s Board as Executive Director, and contributed to global cross-border payments 
coordination at the BIS. He holds degrees in economics from Sapienza University of 
Rome and Stanford University, and has been a visiting scholar at UC Berkeley.



 

Chris Crespo
Chief Editor at Nordic Fintech Magazine

Chris is Founding Partner and Chief Editor of Nordic Fintech Magazine, translating 
complex finance into clear, engaging content. With 20 years in consulting and banking 
across the Nordics, UK, and Spain, he offers deep insight into fintech, disruption, and 
AI. A behavioural economist, he has lectured at Stanford, Singularity University, and 
Copenhagen Business School.

Valdis Dombrovskis
European Commissioner for Economy and Productivity

Valdis Dombrovskis has served as the European Commissioner for Economy and 
Productivity since 2024, focusing on economic policy coordination and reducing 
regulatory burdens. From 2019 to 2024, he was Executive Vice-President of the 
European Commission for “An Economy that Works for People” and oversaw trade 
policy and from 2014–2019 Vice-President for the Euro as well as Financial Stability, 
Financial Services and Capital Markets Union. Earlier roles include Prime Minister of 
Latvia (2009–2014) and Latvia’s Finance Minister. He also held posts in the European 
and Latvian parliaments. Before politics, he was Chief Economist at the Bank of 
Latvia. He holds degrees in physics and economics.

Ludovic Francesconi
Chief Member and Strategy Officer, EPI Company

Ludovic Francesconi is Chief Member & Strategy Officer at EPI Company, leading 
member relations, geo-expansion, market intelligence, and strategy. With over 15 
years in payments, fintech, and retailtech, he has supported the European Payments 
Initiative since 2021 to build an independent European payment solution Previously, 
he led marketing and innovation at Cartes Bancaires CB, the leading domestic 
payment scheme in Europe, and held positions at the French Ministry of Finance. 
He holds a Master’s in International Affairs from Paris University and a Marketing 
Management degree from HEC Paris Executive Education.

Hachem Hassan
Vice Chair, European Council Working Party on the Digital Euro Regulation

Hachem Hassan is Vice Chair of the Council Working Party on the Digital Euro 
Regulation. He brings a background at the intersection of law, technology, and policy, 
with experience from both national and international roles in central banking, focusing 
on fintech and innovation.

Kadri Kiisel
Chairman of the Council, Estonian Banking Association

Kadri Kiisel is Chairman of the Management Board of LHV Pank and Chairman of the 
Council of the Estonian Banking Association. With more than 14 years of experience 
in retail and consumer banking, she has held leadership roles as Head of Retail 
Banking, member of the management board of LHV Finance, and Head of the branch 
network. Since 2021, she has steered LHV Pank’s management board. She studied 
business administration at the University of Tartu and chemistry at Tallinn University 
of Technology.



Kęstutis Kupšys
Member of the European Economic and Social Committee

Kęstutis Kupšys is Vice-President of the Lithuanian Consumers Alliance and Executive 
Director of For Honesty in Banking, both active in national and EU debates on 
consumer rights, financial inclusion, and sustainable finance. With 20 years in finance, 
political consulting, and PR before joining the consumer movement in 2011, he now 
serves on the European Economic and Social Committee and represents consumers 
in expert groups at DG FISMA, EBA, EIOPA, ESMA, and ANEC. He holds a degree 
in Economic Cybernetics from Vilnius University, with additional studies in financial 
markets, business administration, and philosophy.

Martín Azcue López
Business Development Director at Bizum

Martín Azcue López is Business Development Director at Bizum, Spain’s leading 
mobile payment solution. Since joining in 2021, he has led innovation and new 
projects, expanding Bizum’s use across P2P, e-commerce, and POS, aiming to make 
it the preferred payment method in Spain. In his current role, he drives the growth of 
merchant payment services and leads the development of a pan-European payments 
network with other European partners.

Kadri Martin
Estonian Chief Negotiator at the Council on Digieuro

Kadri Martin is Estonia’s Chief Negotiator on the digital euro at the EU Council. She 
joined the Ministry of Finance in 2021, bringing two decades of experience in EU financial 
policy, including roles at the Bank of Estonia, the ECB, the Permanent Representation 
of Estonia to the EU, the European Commission and the Government Office of Estonia. 
She has contributed to major EU initiatives such as the EU Banking Union, TARGET2-
Securities and the creation of the European System of Financial Supervision and the 
Single Resolution Mechanism. She holds a Master’s in Business Administration.

Madis Müller
Governor of Eesti Pank

Madis Müller is the Governor of Eesti Pank and a member of the European Central 
Bank’s Governing Council, which sets monetary policy for the euro area. Appointed in 
June 2019, he previously served as Eesti Pank’s Deputy Governor, held senior roles 
at the IFC and the World Bank, and advised Estonia’s Prime Minister and Minister of 
Finance. He holds finance degrees from George Washington University and Estonian 
Business School, and is both a CFA and FRM charterholder.

Rainer Olt
Head of the Payment and Settlement Systems Department, Eesti Pank

Rainer Olt leads Eesti Pank’s Payment and Settlement Systems Department, 
overseeing operations, oversight, and crisis continuity for vital payment services. With 
15 years of prior experience at the ECB and in commercial banking, he now focuses 
on instant payments, TARGET services, pan-European solutions, and topics such as 
payment fraud, fintech, crypto assets, CBDC and the digital euro with relevant legal 
frameworks, schemes and standards.



Céu Pereira
Team leader, Digital Euro at European Commission

Céu Pereira is an economist leading the European Commission’s digital euro team 
in DG FISMA at the European Commission. She previously headed retail payments, 
shaping the 2020 EU Retail Payments Strategy and proposals for PSD3 and the 
PSR. Her career spans roles at the European Commission, ECB, World Bank, and as 
Portugal’s financial attaché to the EU. She holds a Master’s in European Integration 
from the College of Europe.

Ilze Posuma
Council Member, Latvijas Banka

Ilze Posuma is a Council Member of Latvijas Banka and Latvia’s representative on the 
Single Resolution Board. She has worked at Latvijas Banka since 2005, including as 
Head of the Legal Department, Board Member, and Deputy Chairperson. She holds 
master’s degrees in law, business administration, and cybersecurity management, 
and has studied European and Comparative Law at the University of Oxford. Earlier in 
her career, she worked in the banking sector and taught law at the University of Latvia, 
where she is now a guest lecturer.

Greta Ranonytė
Head of FinTech Hub LT

Greta Ranonytė is Head of Fintech Hub LT, an association uniting 90 Fintech 
companies in the Baltics and promoting the sector’s qualitative growth in areas such 
as governance, compliance, risk management, AML/CTF, fraud prevention, and 
operational resilience. Previously, she worked at Lithuania’s Ministry of Finance, 
where she helped develop the Lithuanian Fintech Guidelines for 2023–2028.

Evaldas Ruzgys
Director of the Market Infrastructure Department, Lietuvos Bankas

Evaldas Ruzgys is Director of the Market Infrastructure Department at the Bank of Lithuania, 
responsible for payment policy, strategy, and the national payment system CENTROlink. 
He has over 20 years of experience in the Baltic banking sector, focusing on digital 
transformation, product development, and IT. He joined the central bank in 2023.

Nico Schmidt
Lead User Research & Experimentation, Digital Euro, ECB

Nico Schmidt has worked on the digital euro project for over five years, most recently 
leading its innovation platform, where market participants and the ECB explore technical 
and business use cases of digital euro. His team also focuses on user research to 
ensure the digital euro meets the needs of both individuals and businesses.



Virginijus Sinkevičius
Member of the European Parliament

Virginijus Sinkevičius is a Member of the European Parliament (MEP) and Vice President 
of the Greens/EFA group. Since 2019, he has served as the European Commissioner for 
the Environment, Oceans, and Fisheries in the European Commission under President 
Ursula von der Leyen. Prior to this, he was a member of the Seimas (Parliament) of the 
Republic of Lithuania and held the position of Minister of the Economy and Innovation 
in Lithuania.

Marius Skuodis
Board Member, Lietuvos Bankas

Marius Skuodis has been a Member of the Board of the Bank of Lithuania since 2025. 
Prior to this, he served as Lithuania’s Minister of Transport and Communications 
(2020–2024), overseeing strategic investments in transport, digital infrastructure, 
and green transition. He previously held roles as Vice-Minister of the Economy and 
Innovation and as Director of International Relations at the Bank of Lithuania. He 
holds a PhD in Social Sciences and master’s degrees from Vilnius University and the 
London School of Economics.

Veiko Tali
Deputy Governor of Eesti Pank

Veiko Tali is Deputy Governor of Eesti Pank, responsible for financial stability, 
payment systems, statistics, and financial reporting. He represents Estonia on the 
ECB Supervisory Board, the Supervisory Board of Financial Supervision Authority and 
the EU Economic and Financial Affairs Council. Previously Secretary-General of the 
Ministry of Finance (2011–2020), he has held senior fiscal and policy roles since 1993. 
He holds an economics degree from Moscow State University and has pursued further 
studies at Roskilde University, the Joint Vienna Institute, and Harvard Kennedy School.

Sergio Tringali 
Head of EU Government Affairs at Revolut 

Sergio Tringali is the Head of EU Government Affairs for Revolut, where he leads the 
engagement with EU policymakers, institutions and stakeholders across the public and 
private sectors as well as the company’s participation in key EU initiatives. A lawyer 
and senior public affairs professional with over 10 years’ experience in European 
and international affairs, Sergio has developed and implemented advocacy strategies 
for national and European businesses and trade associations, shaping policy and 
regulatory debates on financial services, emerging technologies, digitalisation, 
data, and cybersecurity. He holds degrees in Law and International Relations, with 
additional studies in EU affairs and public policy analysis.

Lars Trunin
Product Director, WISE

Lars Trunin leads Wise’s UK and Europe teams, focusing on fast, transparent, and 
affordable international money movement for individuals and businesses. Since joining 
the Pay.UK board in 2021, he has supported innovation in British retail payments. His 
work centres on simplifying cross-border payments and enhancing access to financial 
services across Europe.



Evelien Witlox
Programme Manager of the Digital Euro Project, ECB

Evelien Witlox leads the ECB’s Digital Euro programme. She brings extensive 
experience from the payments industry, having served as Global Head of Payments 
at ING and Director of Products and Innovation at equensWorldline. She has been a 
board member of both the European Payments Council and the European Automated 
Clearing House Association. Her leadership has contributed to EU-wide initiatives 
including EMV (Europay, Mastercard, Visa), Instant Payments, and PSD2. She holds 
master’s degrees from the Technical University of Eindhoven and Tilburg University.

Miķelis Zondaks
Counsellor of Latvijas Banka at the Permanent Representation of Latvia to the EU

Miķelis Zondaks represents Latvijas Banka at the EU in Brussels, focusing on 
economic and monetary policy, the Banking Union, and the digital euro regulation. 
Since joining Latvijas Banka in 2019, he has worked across macroeconomic analysis 
and international affairs. He holds a degree in Analytical Economics from the University 
of Latvia and has experience in both public and private sectors.


