
 

 

 
 
IN-PERSON AND VIRTUAL EVENT 

 
BALTIC DIGITAL EURO CONFERENCE: 
Payments & Policy in a Changing Environment 

 
A public international conference organised by Eesti Pank in cooperation with 
Latvijas Banka and Lietuvos bankas  

 
Monday, 29 September 2025  
from 9:30 to 16:00 (GMT+3) at Eesti Pank 
 
 
 

PROGRAMME 
 
9:00–9:30 Registration and Coffee  
 
9:30–9:40 Welcome and Opening Remarks 

Rainer Olt, Conference Moderator 
Madis Müller, Governor of Eesti Pank 

 
9:40–10:40 Opening Policy Keynote Addresses and Fireside Chat:  

 
Europe’s Digitalisation, Preparedness and Strategic Autonomy: Why the Digital 
Euro  
Valdis Dombrovskis, European Commissioner for Economy and Productivity 
 
This keynote will explore:  
 the impact of digitalisation and the concept of “preparedness by design” 

 the role of digital central bank money in a digital economy 

 strengthening European strategic autonomy and resilience  

 
The Payments Landscape Now and in the Future  
Piero Cipollone, Member of the Executive Board, ECB  
 
This keynote will address: 
 the shift in payment trends from cash to digital 

 an overview of today’s payments landscape  

 the risks of inaction and policy passivity  

 the digital euro project 

 
Fireside Chat: The Digital Euro – Strengthening Europe’s Economy 
  
Madis Müller, Governor of Eesti Pank (discussion lead) 
Piero Cipollone, Member of the Executive Board, ECB  
Valdis Dombrovskis, European Commissioner for Economy and Productivity 
 
Q&A  
 
 



10:40–11:30 Panel 1: Making the Digital Euro a Reality 
This panel will focus on the regulatory framework and the legislative process, as well as 
the progress made in preparing for the digital euro. It aims to provide the latest updates 
and promote a shared understanding of the key milestones and challenges ahead. 
 
Moderator: Hachem Hassan, Vice Chair, European Council Working Party on Financial 
Services and the Banking Union (Digital Euro Package) 
Panellists:  
Kadri Martin, Estonian Chief Negotiator at the Council on Digieuro  
Virginijus Sinkevičius, Member of the European Parliament 
Marius Skuodis, Board Member, Lietuvos bankas  
Evelien Witlox, Program Director of the Digital Euro Project, ECB  
Miķelis Zondaks, Counsellor of Latvijas Banka at the Permanent Representation of 
Latvia to the EU  
 
Q&A  

 
11:30–12:00 Coffee Break  

 
12:00–13:00 Panel 2: Preparedness and Resilience 

As the European Union’s security environment has changed and deteriorated 
significantly in recent years, this session will explore how both the public and private 
sectors are adapting to the growing threats.  
 
Moderator: Gert Auväärt, Head of the Cyber Security Centre, Information System 
Authority 
Panellists:  
Uldis Cērps, Head of the Finance Latvia Association 
Ilze Posuma, Council Member, Latvijas Banka  
Evaldas Ruzgys, Director of the Market Infrastructure Department, Lietuvos bankas 
Veiko Tali, Deputy Governor of Eesti Pank 
 
This panel will discuss threats, including cybersecurity risks, and their impact on 
payments environments and the stability of the financial system; initiatives by the Baltic 
national central banks to support the smooth functioning of digital payments; efforts by 
payment service providers to ensure contingency – in light of the dependency on VISA 
and Mastercard for example –, and offline solutions; and expectations for the digital euro 
from a crisis management perspective. 
 
Q&A  

 
13:00–14:00  Buffet Lunch Break 

 

14:00–15:00 Panel 3: The Fit of Digital Euro within the European and Baltic Ecosystem  
Challenges and Opportunities for the Financial Sector  
The digital euro will enter a region with a well-developed digital payments landscape, 
where the citizens and businesses are generally very satisfied with the existing payment 
solutions. They are regarded as convenient, modern, and secure. At the same time, 
several new legislative initiatives are on the horizon, and they will require payment service 
providers to adapt and ensure compliance. This panel will address how the digital euro 
aligns with existing systems, the regulatory and operational challenges ahead, and how 
it could open up new opportunities.  

 
Moderator: Céu Pereira, Team leader, Digital Euro at the European Commission 
Panellists:  
Ludovic Francesconi, Chief Member and Strategy Officer, EPI Company 
Kadri Kiisel, Chairman of the Council, Estonian Banking Association 
Kęstutis Kupšys, Member of the European Economic and Social Committee  
Rainer Olt, Head of the Payment and Settlement Systems Department, Eesti Pank  
Lars Trunin, Product Director, Wise 
 
Discussion topics will include integration concerns such as the compensation model, the 
phasing out of commercial solutions, disintermediation risks, and holding limits. The panel 



 

will also examine the complexity of implementation through use cases, the necessary 
regulatory adaptations, and the transformative impact of the digital euro on finance.  
 
Q&A  
 

15:00–15:45 Panel 4: The Role of the Digital Euro in Modernising Europe’s Economy  
Technology and Innovation Trends 
With conditional payments included in the digital euro scheme, this session looks ahead 
at the potential for innovation and how the digital euro could shape the future of payments 
across the euro area. 
 
Moderator: Chris Crespo, Chief Editor at Nordic Fintech Magazine  
Panellists: 
Martín Azcue López, Business Development Director at Bizum  
Greta Ranonytė, Head of Fintech Hub LT 
Nico Schmidt, Lead User Research & Experimentation, Digital Euro, ECB 
Sergio Tringali, Head of EU Government Affairs at Revolut 
 
 
The panel will explore how the digital euro could foster innovation, what future 
technologies such as AI in fraud detection should be anticipated during development, and 
how flexible the infrastructure will have to be to remain adaptable. It will also discuss how 
increased competition from acceptance at point-of-interaction and unlocking proprietary 
platforms like Apple’s can spur innovation in the payments ecosystem. 
 
Q&A  

 
15:45-16:00 Concluding Remarks 

Madis Müller, Governor of Eesti Pank  
Rainer Olt, Conference Moderator 
 

 

 
On-site participation is by invitation only. Registration is required. For essential information on 
logistics, please refer to the practical guide here. 
 
The conference can be followed live on:  

 Eesti Pank's website 

 Facebook Live  

 YouTube  

 Worksup platform  
 
No prior registration is needed to follow the livestream. Please note that only those attending in 
person will be able to ask questions and join the discussion. 

 
Venue: 
Eesti Pank 
Estonia pst 13 
Tallinn, Estonia 
 
For questions and assistance, please contact the organisers at conference@eestipank.ee. 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

https://www.eestipank.ee/en/calendar/digital-euro-conference-payments-policy-changing-environment-29092025
https://www.eestipank.ee/en/calendar/digital-euro-conference-payments-policy-changing-environment-29092025
https://www.facebook.com/events/746710541616750
https://www.youtube.com/@bankofestonia
https://worksup.com/app?id=DIGITALEURO
mailto:conference@eestipank.ee

